This essay looks back on the history of Animal Behaviour through a compilation of all the papers published in the journal, since it got its present name, that used sticklebacks, the white rat of ethology, as experimental subjects. This stickleback-eye view confirms the role that Animal Behaviour has played during its first 50 years in fostering and recording the important developments that have taken place in the discipline. It also speaks to its current flourishing state as a key journal for the dissemination of results in both ethology (in the sense of studies looking at causation, development and evolution as well as function) and behavioural ecology.
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When asked to write a commentary for the 50th anniversary of Animal Behaviour I planned, ambitiously, to screen all the papers published in the journal during the last half-century, with a view to identifying changes and trends in how behavioural biologists do their work. This proved altogether too daunting a task, so I had to use some sort of filter. In her History of England by a partial, ignorant and prejudiced historian, Jane Austen wrote simply to prove that Mary Queen of Scots was a sainted martyr and Elizabeth I of England a monster, using this to decide what to include and what to leave out. Borrowing a leaf from her book, I have omitted from my review all papers that did not use sticklebacks (arguably the perfect fish) as subjects. Since the stickleback is the white rat of ethology, I hoped that the remaining body of work (primary studies using any species of stickleback, omitting commentaries and reviews; Appendix 1) might give a representative picture of what has happened in our discipline.
Clearly there have been many changes, the most obvious being the rapidly accelerating rate of publication: five papers on sticklebacks in the 1960s, 12 in the 1970s, 17 in the 1980s, 37 in the 1990s and five so far this century. The first points to emerge are therefore that an increasing body of high-quality work is being submitted to and published by Animal Behaviour and that sticklebacks continue to play their part in generating this work.
As Table 1 shows, there has been little change in the broad behavioural topics that this work has addressed. Studies of sex and violence continue to dominate, but there has also been a steady stream of work on foraging and antipredator behaviour in sticklebacks. Looking in more detail, one can see reflections of various specific hot topics that have come and (in some cases) gone: time sharing and the motivational bases of behavioural switches (Cohen & McFarland 1979) , group life as an antipredator adaptation (Jakobsen & Johnsen 1988; Ranta et al. 1992; Jakobsen et al. 1994; Peuhkuri 1997) , kin recognition (Smith & Whorisky 1988) , manipulation by parasites of host behaviour (Giles 1983; Tierney et al. 1993; Barber & Ruxton 1998) , tit-for-tat and predator inspection (Kulling & Milinski 1992; Huntingford et al. 1994; McLeod & Huntingford 1994) , and so on. One can also see the expected broader trends in the kinds of Correspondence: F. A. Huntingford, Fish Biology Group, Division of Environmental & Evolutionary Biology, Institute of Biomedical & Life Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, U.K. (email: f.huntingford@bio.gla.ac.uk). 
